
What is “Worship”?  
According to Webster’s Dictionary, 1828:  Worship is to honor with extravagant love and 
extreme submission . Hence, we are to give to God all that belongs to Him.  This giving 
can be in the form of praying, praise, honor, or thanksgiving.  Children should 
understand that when they arrive at the sanctuary on Sundays to worship the Lord, it 
needs to be in a manner pleasing to Him.  The child should not think that worship is a 
time for self-entertainment, snack time or such.  
 
How should my child enter the sanctuary? 
Before entering the sanctuary, encourage your child to go to the restroom and to have a 
sip of water if needed.  Then, unless it is an emergency, do not let them get up and 
leave the sanctuary during the service.  Secondly, I encourage parents to not bribe their 
child into sitting quietly during worship.  This is a process and it takes patience.  When 
first having your child sit quietly at worship, you may have to take them outside for 
discipline.  Stretch out the time of having your child sit with you.  The first week he/she 
may only be able to sit for 5 minutes.  The next week increase it to 10 minutes. 
Please do not be concerned about what others may think of your family during this time. 
The TCPC pastors want to encourage all  families to teach their child the importance of 
worshipping. 
 
How should my child learn the elements of worship? 
Explain to your child what the parts of the worship are.  
 
Prelude:  The prelude is a time when you hear music.  This is a good time to think 
about God. 
 
Call to Worship:  The call to worship begins with the minister.  We answer back to the 
words that he reads.  We are to participate. 
 
Hymn of Praise:  The first hymn gives praise and glory to God.  During this hymn, the 
choir marches down the center aisle. 
 
Invocation:  The invocation is a prayer spoken by the minister or read by the 
congregation.  This prayer talks about God’s greatness. 
 
Gloria:  We  respond to the invocation by singing the gloria, a short song of praise 
about God. 
 
Anthem:  The anthem is a song that is sung by the choir. 



 
Reading of the Scripture:  This passage is part of the Bible in the Old Testament that 
a church member reads.  The New testament reading is the part of scripture that the 
minister uses for his sermons. 
 
Prayer of Confession:  We confess our sins to God. 
 
Assurance of Pardon:  After we pray for forgiveness, the minister reminds us that God 
promises to forgive us when we confess our sins. 
 
Hymn:  After we pray, we sing a hymn.  This hymn is often quieter than our hymn of 
praise or the gloria. 
 
Confession of Faith:  During the confession of faith, we boldly tell the world that we 
believe our faith.  Each week we review our beliefs when we say the Apostles' Creed or 
the Nicene Creed.  It reminds us to believe only true things about God. 
 
Doxology:  The doxology is  short song or hymn of praise to God. 
 
Giving of Tithes and Offerings:  God owns everything and the offering is a time when 
we remember all that he has given to us.  We put money into the offering bag. 
 
Sermon:  The sermon is the time when the minister explains the Bible to us.  He 
teaches us about God. 
 
Benediction:  The benediction is a blessing that is said by the minister.  He uses God’s 
word to assure us of God’s peace, promises and help as we go out into the world. 
 
Postlude:  The postlude is music that sends us out of worship to serve God. 
 
How is “worship” a verb?  
 Worship is active.  Worship is work.  Worship requires participation.  A simple way to 
start off with active participation is to have your child say “amen” with the congregation. 
If your child can read, share the hymnal.  Point to the words as you sing them.  Open 
the Bible to the Old and New testaments and read with them.  Parents are the first 
example for the children to witness how to worship. 
 
Can my child give an offering to the Lord?  



Yes.  If your child has an allowance or money of their own, he/she can give back a 
portion to the Lord.  Again, the parents are the best example of how to do this.  
 
Can my child sing?  What if he/she sings too loudly?  
Parents are the best example of in the area of music.  
 
What can my child do during the sermon?  
Encourage your child to listen and draw a picture of the sermon.  If this is too difficult, 
then encourage your child to draw the steeple, the pastor preaching or if a child was 
baptised that day.  Have him/her draw the baptism.  
 
Practically speaking how can I teach my child to worship?  
During the week or on Saturdays,  practice sitting quietly, sing a hymn.  Another idea, is 
to have a family devotional.  During this time, your child will be actively learning how to 
listen and take notes when the family is reading God’s word.  Your child will also learn 
that God’s word is special and that we need to listen. 
 
Another resource is the book, “Parenting in the Pew, Guiding your Children into the Joy 
of Worship.”  Also, ask other families if they have any ideas to share. 
 
Lastly and importantly, PRAY.   Pray for your own heart to be tender as you teach your 
child to worship.  Pray for your child’s heart to hear God’s word.  Pray that your child will 
apply the truths taught into their lives. 
 
 
Note.  Adapted from “Teaching Your Children to Worship,” by E. Mullinax and J. R. 
Caines.  Covenant Presbyterian Church. Chattanooga, TN.  


